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cultures which by many are indiscriminately lumped under the facile
but vague term "Latin America."

The first group would be that formed by the white or mulatto re-
publics of the River Plata region and Chile. In these regions, he goes
on to observe, "the climate and the physical conditions in general en-
courage the type of colonization that is most favorable to the develop-
ment of a predominantly European society." With the exception of
the Araucanian Indians in Chile, "the indigenous races were too in-
significant in number and too primitive in culture seriously to ob-
struct the [European] trend of colonization." 2

The second group would be one "typified by Brazil almost ex-
clusively," a region where the European element never found itself
in a "position of absolute and undisputed domination." "However
strict," he goes on to say, "may have been their rule over the other
ethnic elements, socially and culturally the Portuguese were com-
pelled, by geographic environment and the exigencies of their coloni-
zation policy, to compete with the others upon an approximately
equal basis."

The third group would be that represented by Mexico and Peru,
where the conflict of the European with the indigenous civilizations
already evolved, the presence of mineral wealth, and the colonial
system of exploitation resulted in a "juxtaposition and antagonism of
races" rather than in a "harmonious amalgamation"; it resulted in the
"creation of a European superstructure beneath which ran strangely
remote and turbulent currents." But sooner or later, he adds, these
currents would end by engulfing the "slender and anaemic superstruc-
ture and by transmuting those values that were of European origin."

The fourth group would be constituted by Paraguay, Haiti, and
"possibly the Dominican Republic." In this group "the European ele-
ment is at most but a veneer," .representing an "incongruous cultural
admixture of a substance that is largely Indian or Negroid with badly
assimilated fragments or elements of European origin."3

Hybrid from the beginning, Brazilian society is, of all those in the
Americas, the one most harmoniously constituted so far as racial re-
lations are concerned, within the environment of a practical cultural
reciprocity that results in the advanced people deriving the maximum
of profit from the values and experiences of the backward ones, and
in a maximum of conformity between the foreign and the native cul-
tures, that of the conqueror and that of the conquered. A society was
organized that was Christian in superstructure, with the recently

2 Ibid.                        ,                           Mbid.